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ow; HE reader will immediately dare that the fol- 
lowing attempt is addreſſed to thoſe only, who © be- 

« Jieve that Jeſus is the Son of God,” and who look for 

everlaſting life thro a right: faith in his name. 

Such perſons, it is humbly preſumed, will, upon ma- 
ture attention to the conſiderations here placed before 
them, be induced to admit the abſurdity of thoſe aſſer- 
tions, which began to gain credit in this nation, about 
the time of archbiſhop Tillotſon, That what is 
<« called Natural Religion is a foundation to the re- 
< ception,, au help. to the. efficacy, of. the gaſpel of 
< ſalvation.” Aſſertions which have long ſeemed to the 
author to derogate from the importance of the word of 
Gad, and to give to thoſe who affect to exalt this un- 
| aſcertained, this imaginary code of natural law, ſuch 
advantages in their reaſonings againſt the word of God, 

as no efforts which have been uſed for explaining and 
qualifying theſe afertions, have been able effeftually to 
wreſt from them. 

With -thofe who deny the ſuppoſition on which the 
following reaſonings proceed, that of the divine authority 
of the holy ſcriptures, grounding their objections upon 
certain imaginations which they weakly repreſent as the 
remonſtrances of reaſon, with ſuch perſons the author, 
bowever unfaſpionable his opinion may be, conceiveth it 
. abſurd for a chriſtian to maintain any controverſy, except 
fucb as may tend to lay before them the miraculous evi- 
dences of that WO RD, which, when its divine autho- 
rity is once eſtabliſhed, will of itſelf evince, becauſe it 
aſſerteth, its own neceſſity and ſufficiency for the great 
; Purpoſe of human ſalvation ; and conſequently, the vanity 
as well as the great impiety of © every reaſoning. which 
« exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God *, ſuch as 
& zhe only-begotten Son who is in the boſom of the Fa- 
© ther, hath declared bim. 


a 2 Cor. x. 5. b John i. 18. 
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BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU, 
THRO' PHILOSOPHY AND VAIN DE- 
CEIT, AFTER THE TRADITION OF 
MEN, AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF 


-- THE WORLD, AND NOT AFTER 


CHRIST. 


AINT Pau had been, by miraculous 
deſignation, ſeparated as a preacher of 
that great myſtery of man's redemp- 

tion, whoſe peculiar circumſtances had 

been hid from ages and from generations, 
and which, tho' God had expreſly taught 
mankind to truſt in and. depend upon it, as 
the only means of their eternal happineſs, 
could not be known in its whole diſplay, till 
it ſhould in the fulneſs of time, be laid open 
by the incarnation, and life, and facrifice, and 


reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Gop-THE-SON, 


the ſecond perſon of the bleſſed, glorious, co- 
equal trinity. 

THe purpoſe and grace of falvation in Chriſt 
Jeſus was, as the apoſtle informeth us in his 
ſecond epiſtle to Timothy, given us before the 
world began; but the myftery of this ſalva- 

__— tion 
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tion of mankind which, as he elſewhere aftirm- 
eth, was kept ſecret 'till the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt, was made manifeſt only by his appear- 
ing, who aboliſhed death, (the eternal damna- 
tion which, without his coming, would have 
paſſed upon all men) and brought to light, 
diſplayed in its whole arrangement, by means 
of the goſpel, that life and immortality, that 
eternal ſalvation which he purchaſed for us. 

THis diſpenſation, ſo entirely the work of 
God's own ſecret purpoſe, adjuſting it to the 
real exigency and fitneſs of things, was not, 
as the apoſtle well knew, examiniable by any 
principles of human ſcience, by any ſurmi- 
ſings of human reaſon; but he knew alſo the 
buly, intruſive ſpirit of philoſophy, which had 
begun, no doubt, in the rich and populous 
city of Colaſſæ, as well as he had known it at 
Athens, to dogmatize upon this new-ſtarted 
ſubject, as it was wont to do upon every 
poſſible queſtion relating to Gop or man. 
And, ſtudious to prevent the fatal impreſſions 
which might be made on the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt if they ſhould liſten to what He ſtileth 
the 719avrngee*, the ſpecious reaſonings of 
thoſe, who like ſome abſurd adventurers in 
our days, could, upon their own arbitrarily 
aſſumed, or weakly eſtabliſhed principles, de- 
monſtrate any conceit which their imagination 


a Coloſ. ii. 3, 4. In whom [Chriſt] are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. And this I ſay leſt any Man 
ſhould beguile you with enticing Words— u n ms vas TAPA- 
AOTIZHTAI EN IIIOANOAOTIA. 


ſug- 
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ſuggeſted, he annexeth to the heavenly docttine 
a caution, againſt that which was moſt likely 
to fruſtrate the influence of it. Having root- 
ed, built up, eſtabliſhed ® their faith upon the 
ſtedfaſt ground of that goſpel-evidence on 
which the divine wiſdom hath reſted it, he 
directeth his Co/offans ſtill to ſet before them 
_ CuarisT the redeemer, him in whom dwell- 
eth bodily all the fulneſs of the Gopnurap, 
even © Chriſt crucified,” as the fundamental 
article, the ſtandard of a chriſtian's religious 
knowledge. Every high thought, every vain 
teaſoning, which rebelleth againſt him, muſt 
be ſubdued, and led captive after his trium- 
phant banner. All the proud, pretended de- 
monſtrations of philoſophy, all the pompous 
_ traditions of men, all the elements of the 
world, however they may vaunt themſelves 
as the unfailing criteria of truth and ſcience, 
muſt ſtill ſubmit themſelves to the examen of 
his doctrine who is the truth itſelf; who was 
declared to be the Son of Gop with power 
by that divine Spirit whereby he raifed his 
human body from the dead. 

ALL who come unto us as teachers of divine 
or moral leſſons which are not after bim, muſt 
be looked upon as thieves and robbers, whoſe 
errand is to ſpoil, to plunder us of the xaay 
neger x , the precious depofitum, on the 
watchful cuſtody whereof dependeth our hope 
of eternal glory. 


b egg C,, xo Me % AVTA, xa Bromwpptre: iy Ty 
m. Salo ll, 7. | 
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* BEwARE leſt any man ſpoil you, thro' 
« philoſophy, and vain deceit, after the tradi- 
« tion of men, after the rudiments of the 
« world, and not after Chriſt.” 
Tux whole paſſage evidently confineth its 
caution to philoſophy, nor can the apoſtle be 


' ſuppoſed, without groſsly violating the pro- 


priety of language, to allude, in this place, 
as many have ſuppoſed him to allude, to Few- 
1% traditions, and the worſhipping of angels, 
which are other diſtinct ſubjects of caution 
occurring in the progreſs of this epiſtle *. 
Moucu needleſs labour hath been employed 
by commentators for aſcertaining that parti- 
cular ſpecies of the philoſophies then in re- 
pute, which St. Paul meant here to cenſure. 
His character of it is too general, to admit, 


naturally, of any 1 porn, 


W muſt therefore conclude that he in- 
tended none, but that his charge was meant 


to involve every philoſophic ſchool, as, in- 


deed, there is not one of them that could pre- 
tend that it ſtood clear of it. All abounded 
with vain deceit, all ſtood upon the autho- 
rity of men, all reſted upon principles taken 
from, and terminating in this world, and for 
all theſe reaſons, none of them were after 
1 k 

Bu r, tho' every diſcipline or ſe& of the 
ancient philoſophy ſtood alike in oppoſition 
to the doctrine of Chriſt, we muſt by no 


s From the 16th verſe of this 2d chap. to the end of it. 
means 
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means fix this imputation upon every part or 
branch of philoſophy. | 

WHATEVER hath any meaning in this pro- 
feſſion, may be divided into three parts, the 
conſideration of body and its attributes, and 
of ſpirit and its attributes, and laſtly the in- 
ſtrumental art of logic or dialectic, whoſe 

rovince is to guide and direct the mind in 
— reſearches after truth. 

Tux firſt of theſe was not likely to exert 
any unfavourable influence on the ſucceſs of 
the goſpel. The purſuit of what is now 
termed natural philoſophy, attending to the 
motions and properties of corporeal nature, 
might proceed rightly or miſtakenly in its en- 

uiries, doing ſervice to ſocial life in its uſe- 

ul diſcoveries, and guiltleſs of moral harm 
in its aberrations from truth. And tho' age 

latter times have, by the diligent cultivati 
of experiment, arrived at the knowledge of 
many important arts, unknown or imperfect- 
ly known to the ancients, it is not to be 
CIT but that they alſo had deduced va- 
luable improvements, which never came down 
to us, from their acknowledged proficiency 
in geometrical knowledge: And if we reflect 
only on the magic wonders which are related 
of Archimedes his art, it may ſeem no unrea- 
ſonable ſuppoſition that many of our modern 
diſcoveries, relating to mechanic powers, and 
the doctrine of light, are ſuch as had made 
their appearance, and had even flouriſhed, in 
earlier ages, till the riſing reputation of other 
modes 


| 
} 
: 
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3 
modes of learning eclipſed, or the tide of hoes 
ceeding ignorance overwhelmed them. 

As little can the art of logic or dialectic 

be ſuſpected of diſſerving the intereſts of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, or of plundering its pro- 
feſſors of their invaluable poſſeſſion. The in- 
ſtrumental art of reaſoning, as taught ancient- 
ly in the ſchool of its great maſter, Ariſtotle, 
and recommended by the inſtitutions of this 
excellent univerſity, is a ſyſtem of ſuch rules 
and principles as, being clearly underſtood 
and rightly attended to, will afford the moſt 
effectual aſſiſtance for the diſcovery of truth 
where it is diſcoverable; for checking our 
purſuit after ſuch knowledge as is unattain- 
able; for aſcertaining the meaſures of that 
aſſent which is due to propoſitions probable 
in different degrees; and for curing or at leaſt 
expoſing the preſumption, as well of thoſe 
who undertake to cenſure the ways of GOD 
fevealed to man, as of thoſe who give coun- 
tenance to ſceptical and endleſs examinations 
of doctrines which ſtand altogether upon di- 
vine authority, by attempting to explain and 
juſtify them upon plans of divine rectitude 
formed by vifionary conjecture. 

THE fyllogiſtic method of ratiocination, 
affiſted by the rules of logic for adjuſting 
| our apprehenſions with preciſion, is ſo ſevere 
a balfance, that no counterfeit can ſtand be- 
fore it; and it is no wonder that they who 
are not contented with that compaſs of know- 
ledge to which Gop hath — us in this 

| ſtate 
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ſtate of things, but pant after the honour of 
being thought diſcoverers in human nature and 
the agency of Go, it is no wonder that ſuch 
perſons ſhould conſtantly affect to diſcharge 
their pleaſantry againſt the formal method of 
argumentation, and to introduce that more 
looſe procedure, which doth not ſo nicely and 
rigidly examine aſſertions in all their parts, but 
will ſuffer many confident propoſitions to pals 


unqueſtioned which, where guard is better 


kept, would regularly be demanded, perhaps 
in vain, to give a good account of them» 
ſelves. | 

IT remaineth then, that our apoſtle's charge 
againſt philoſophy muſt be confined to that 
branch of it which hath ſpirit for its ſubject, 
and profeſſeth to ſet forth the nature, and at- 
tributes, and agency, and rectitude of Gop, 
and of the human ſoul. 

Ir was with this fort of philoſophy that 
the ancient, learned world moſt abounded, 
Whatever elſe were the ſubject of a philoſo- 
pher's enquiries, the nature of the gods and 
the nature of man was generally ſure to make 
a part of them. And he who was ambitious, 
as moſt of them were, of being a leader in 
opinion, took care always to advance ſome 
notion upon theſe ſubjects, altogether his own. 
And indeed, where the controul of a decifive 
authority was wanting, and all was imagination 
and conjecture, which could plauſibly be ſup- 
ported by a little ingenious mn%«942344, each 

philoſo- 


1 


+ had certainly a right to ſet up for 
imſelf. 

WHAT their ſucceſs was, may be ſeen com- 
pendiouſly in a few of Ciceros treatiſes, where 
moſt of their notions are detailed concerning 
the nature of the gods, the ſoul of man, his 
duty, and his ſupreme good. 

Tur all their diſagreeing doctrines on 
theſe ſubjects were not the dictates of the 
fame right reaſon, the voice of that truth to 
which they all alike pretended, me may, with- 
out trying them by the ballance of the ſanc- 
tuary, be as certain, as that the ſame right line 
cannot flow in ſeveral directions. But when 


we bring them to at ballance, the unerring 


word of Gop, the criterion of all divine and 
moral truth, they will all be found to be alto- 
gether deceitful upon the weights, and lighter 
than vanity itſelf. 5 

LIT us, however, at the ſame time ac- 
knowledge, that many ſentiments blaze forth 
in the writings and ſayings of ſome of them, 
worthy of that divine ſpirit by which all reli- 
gious truth is dictated, many noble, and let 


me call them chriſtian apophthegms. For 


nothing is true in theology or morality but 
what retaineth to Jeſus Chriſt; to him who 


is the only ſource of an eternal life, a bliſsful 


immortality to all who ſhall enjoy it among 
the ſons of Adam; to him “ho is all, and in 
all; whoſe redeeming efficacy was offered to 
the faith of the firſt fallen, human creatures, 


— 
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and hath, all along, uniformly operated for 
the ſalvation of all thoſe, who, in any age of 
the world, have earneſtly addreſſed themſelves 
to the application of thoſe means, thro' which, 


by divine appointment, the help of this Re- | 


deemer is to be obtained. 

THESE noble truths, I fay, which lie ſcat- 
tered thro' the writings and fayings of the 
heathen ſages, can be traced to no other foun- 
tain than that from whence iſſueth all divine, 
all moral truths. The family of Noah were, 
as an apoſtle informeth us, preachers, for the 
patriarch is ſtiled the eighth preacher, * of 
righteouſneſs; certainly of no other righteouſ- 
| neſs (becauſe there hath been no other ſince 
the fall of man,) than that which was by faith 
in the ſeed of the woman, the Redeemer who 
ſhould come into the world ; and of that fa- 
mily was the whole earth overſpread with in- 
habitants, who retained for a long time, no 
doubt, amidſt their growing corruptions, many 
ſtrong traces of the leſſons of thoſe heavenly- 
inſtructed preachers, delivered down thro' ſuc- 
ceſſive generations. And it is to theſe leſſons 


that we are to aſcribe all thoſe ſublime effata, 


relating to Gop, or to a morality carried be- 
yond this world, which occur, tho' rarely e- 
nough, in heathen writers. And if many ridi- 
culous, many monſtrous abſurdities do likewiſe 
occur there, we are to attribute theſe to the 
wanton fallies, the raſh efforts of uninſtructed 
human- reaſon ; which, however ſucceſsful in 


a 2 Pet. ii. To elde; Not At xe h 
cr 
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her deductions when properly and ſufficiently 


informed concerning her ſubject, is yet ſure to 


be the dupe of vanity and error, when, truſt- 


ing to abſtra& notions, formed by herſelf, of 
things not ſeen, of things inviſible, ſhe preſu- 


meth to decide concerning them with a confi- 
dence which could only be warranted by the 


compleateſt, revealed knowledge of their whole 
nature and circumſtances. Ns 
a WrarT wonder is it, then, if theſe buſy 
wits, conducting their reaſonings, each ac- 
cording to al ſett of principles, the creatures of 
his own imagination, erected ſyſtems ſo widely 
diſagreeing with each other? What wonder, 
if, committing themſelves, each to his own 
reaſon, the plauſible guide which confidently 
undertook to lead them ſurely thro' regions 
altogether unknown to her, they fell fo la- 
mentably ſhort of the character which they 
aſſumed, of profeſſors of wiſdom; if their la- 
boured concluſions relating to the one un- 
created, as well as to created ſpirits, deſerved 
the title of < prophane and old wives fables ;” 
if they fell under that juſt reproach, that 
* there was nothing fo abſurd which had not 
been maintained by ſome of the philoſo- 
« phers;” if, in a word, they merited the ſtill 
more diſparaging reprehenſion of St. Paul, 
that they became vain in their reaſonings, 
* and their heart,” (the true ſeat of all reli- 
gious knowledge,) © was darkned, and infa- 
* tuated ;” and that * they dropped into fools 
* thro' the very profeſſion of wiſdom :” while 
all 


1 
all their intenſeneſs of reaſoning, all their no- 
ble elevation of thought led them, after all, 
* to change the glory of the incorruptible 
God, into an image made like unto corrup- 
4 tible man, and to birds and four footed 
« beaſts and creeping things? Extravagan- 
cies which might move our laughter, were 
it not for the mournful conſequences which 
reſulted from them, that ſhocking moral con- 
duct, detailed by the apoſtle to the Romans, 
to which the juſt dereliction of Gop had aban- 
doned theſe wiſe teachers, with all the world 
their wilfully blind followers, <* who had 
changed his truth into a lie, and worſhipped 
e and ſerved the creature inſtead of the Crea- 
« tor who is over all, Gop bleſſed for ever, 
« Amen!” 

Ir may, perhaps, be pleaded in defence of 
the character of theſe wilt men, that St. Paul's 
account can agree with only a few of them: 
that there were many who cultivated a more 
refined theology, and heartily exploded the 
popular errors of their times : that Socrates 
died a martyr to the cauſe of the true Gop, 
in oppoſition to the wretched fables which de- 
formed the religion of his countrymen ; that 
the chriſtian world is indebted to Ariſtotle and 
Cicero for ſuch exquiſite ſyſtems of morality as 
the moſt zealous profeſſors of the goſpel muſt 
highly applaud. | 

Sven magnificent things have indeed been 
ſpoken of theſe admired wats of antiquity; but 


« Rom, chap, 1, ; 
B 2 this 


141 
this compliment to Socrates is made by ſuch as 
have ſurely forgotten the ridiculous vow * paid 
to Æſculapius with the dying breath of this 
philoſopher ; as well as the expreſs apology 
which he is, by the grave, authentic Xenophon 


recorded to have offered, in anſwer to the 
charge of his rejecting the gods of his country. 


Had his heart been, indeed, turned from theſe 


idols to ſerve the living Gop, is it conceivable 
that the intrepid Socrates, he who met his 
death ſo calmly, who even refuſed to accept of 
the deliverance which was projected for = 
would have prevaricated on this great occaſion; 
that he would peremptorily have denied a 
charge in which, if it had been true, he muſt 
have gloried, and would even have appealed 


to facts for proving the falſehood of it, for 


proving himſelf a genuine idolater? I can- 
not but wonder,” ſaid he, on what autho- 
« rity I am accuſed as not acknowledging the 
*« divinity of the gods of my country; when 
„I have been ſeen by others, and might have 
* been ſeen by my accuſer, if he had been 
* pleaſed to obſerye-me, performing ſacrifices 
- at the public feſtivals and upon the common 
t Altars.“ F 

Cour p a conſcientious worſhipper of the 
true Gop have made a defence like this? and 
may it not be juſtly objected to our philoſopher, 
that if he knew Gop, he honoured him not 


| a 2 Kgrrwy, tOn, Tw AoxAnnmu oN ERννοανν, 02.0 06770 - 
Jors, xa pon eff. Plat, Phæd. ſab, fin. 
b See Xenoph. Apol. Socrat, 


as 
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as Gop, when he did not think fit to uſe an 
opportunity the moſt favourable of all others 
for avowing a zealous attachment to the honour 
of His eternal power and godhead? Let the 
heroick courage of that noble army of ma 
« who were ſlain for the word of Gop and for 
* the teſtimony of Jeſus,” be compared with 
the conduct of the philoſopher in this part of 
his apology, and his moſt ſanguine — 
will be compelled to acknowledge, either that 
he had all along ſacrificed, not for form, but 
in good earneſt, to the rabble of his country- 
gods, and indeed knew nothing of the God 1 
of heaven ; or that he, contemptuouſly, and | 
without any impulſe of fear, deſerted his faith, 
and merited, not ſo much the ſtile of a mar- 
tyr, as of a wanton, double-minded, unſtable 
apoſtate. ne 

WHEN, therefore, according to a promiſe 
which hath been made us *, the life of this 
great man ſhall be publiſhed, as a ſupplement 


2 In the preface of a book lately printed, entitled, Sacred Ex- 
erciſes ; compiled for the uſe of places of education, particularly 
Weſtminſter ſchool. | 
As it is to be preſumed that our youth are at that ſchool early 
and diligently inſtructed in the great fundamental truths of the 
goſpel, it is the leſs to be lamented that the modeſt, and, I be- 
lieve, well-meaning compiler of theſe exerciſes hath left out thoſe 
doctrines which ought otherwiſe to have preceded the excellent 
leſſons which he hath extracted from the holy ſcriptures, con- 
cerning beneficence, and piety and its everlaſting rewards ; the 
doctrines, I mean, of eternal redemption thro' the ſacrifice of the 
Son of God, and of the neceſlity of faith and affiance in him, and 
of ſanctification by the holy ſpirit, that we may be enabled to fol- 
low the ſteps of the great exemplar whom he hath propoſed to our 

imitation. 
to 
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to that of our bleſſed Redeemer, for the moral 
inſtruction of one of our great ſchools, we 


cannot but wiſh, as well for the honour of So- 


crates, as for the ſake of pure and undefiled 
religion, that theſe particulars of his ſtory, as 
well as his lively dialogue (recorded by Xeno- 


hon) with a common Athentan proſtitute, on 


the ſubject of the arts of engaging the affections 
of her lovers, will be kept out of fight. 

W1rTH regard to the ethicks of Ariſtotle and 
the offices of Cicero, we muſt admit that they 
have long been in poſſeſſion of an uncommon 
degree of eſteem ; that they have been recom- 
mended as a proper apparatus to chriſtian theo- 
logy, and that a competent acquaintance with 
the ſtile and language of the letter of them, 
hath ſometimes been admitted, without other 
examination, as a paſſport for admiſſion to the 
miniſtry in the chriſtian church ; as the former 
hath filled the honourable poſt of introducing 
youth, throughout the chriſtian world, to the 
ſtudy of that moral philoſophy which hath 
been recommended, chiefly by the authority 
of the great lord Bacon, as a neceſſary hand- 
maid to the wholeſome doctrine of the goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Bur let us not compliment theſe maſterly 
performances at the expence of truth, which 


we ſhall not fail to do if we ſuppoſe their au- 


thors extended their deſign beyond the well 

ordering and poliſhing of civil, ſocial life and 

manners. Neither of them appeareth to have 

a thought concerning the influence of the * 
r 
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5 ' nal conduct they have preſcribed, on any future 
ſtate of exiſtence; neither of them hath repre- 
ſented morality as being at all concerned with 
or influenced by the fear or the love, even of 
ſuch gods as heathen theology hath placed in 
heaven, much leſs of him whom his holy word 
hath pronounced to be a conſuming fire to 
_ thoſe who deſpiſe him, and an everlaſting re- 
warder of all thoſe who love and diligently 

ſeek him. 
THe plan of the Nicomachean ethicks of Ari riſe 
| fotle is profeſſedly to direct us to the attain- 
ment of the © ſupreme good of man; and that 
ſupreme good 1s, according to him, neither 
more nor leſs than the moſt perfect happineſs 
or enjoyment, which is to be found within the 
compaſs of our threeſcore years and ten; or, 
as the detailers of his ethicks have defined it, 
ſumma felicitas quæ in hac vita poteſt obtineri ! 
Tux duties or offices ſet forth by the No- 
man philoſopher are ſuch as ſeem to him to 
reſult from certain taſtes and diſpoſitions which 
he ſuppoſeth nature to have implanted in the 
ſoul of man. And tho' his treatiſe abound 
with many fine ſentiments, many of thoſe 
moral leſſons which are * contained in the 
law; yet doth he appear to be utterly igno- 
rant of any conſequences, beyond this life, of 
the obſervance or violation of the duties which 
he hath delineated; nay, he hath implicitly 
denied any ſuch conſequences, in aſſerting, 
that the obligation which lay on Regulus to 
perform the tenor of his oath, did not ariſe 


from 
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from the apprehenſion of the — 2 
of Jupiter, againſt perjury ; © whoſe heavie 
cc 25 could not,” keaich he, « have inflicted 
« greater evil on Regulus, for the violation of 
« his oath, than this hero inflicted on himſelf 
« by performing it.” How utterly doth this 
doctrine ſtand oppoſite to that of the Saviour 
of the world, who ſaid, fear not them who 
*can kill the body, and after this have no 
« more that they can do, but fear him who 
ce after he hath killed, hath power to deſtroy 
* both ſoul and body in hell, yea, I fay unto 
cc you, fear him.” How utterly oppoſite, in- 
deed, are the whole ſyſtems of both the phi- 
loſophers to the divine ſermons of him who 
* ſpake as never man ſpake;” who undertook 
to guide mankind not to an earthly, but to an 
heavenly happineſs, and whoſe thoughts con- 
ſequently, as the heaven is higher than the 
earth, were higher than their thoughts. And 
it cannot but ſeem ſtrange that a morality, 
calculated, as theirs profeſſedly was, for the 
ſhortlived intereſts of this preſent world, ſhould 
be thought ſo ſerviceable as it hath been ſome- 
times pretended, to the ſtudies of thoſe, whoſe 
profeſſion is to recommend that love of Gop 
which is at enmity with the friendſhip and 
love of this world, and, by the dictates of 
the all-ſufficient, ſacred volume, and the or- 
dinances of the apoſtolie church of Chriſt, to 
frame mankind for the everduring ſociety of 
faints and angels in the beatific preſence of 
Gop, thro' that holy ſpirit, promiſed to our 
earneſt 
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earneſt deſires, whoſe genuine fruits exceed the 
moſt exalted delineations of the moſt admired 
heathen morality : The fruits, I mean, enu- 
merated by our apoſtle, that love, joy, peace 
long-ſuffering,gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance, which are the ſure, the only 
means of private, as well as ſocial felieity in 
this world, becauſe the ſure, the only earneſt 
of the bleſſedneſs which awaiteth the ſons of 
GoD in that which is to com. 
STILL, let the ancient moraliſts be ſtudied 
with attention. Some of them will ſupply us 
with the faireſt examples of elegant com- 
poſition and the graces of writing, {0 impor- 
tant to every learned profeſſion : All will ad- 
yance our knowledge in that which maketh 
an uſeful part in a ſcholar's reſearches, © the 
« hiſtory of opinions: but let it be our main 
view in reading them, not, from their pages 
to fill up, as if any thing were wanting to, that 
chriſtian morality which was written in mount 
Sinai by the finger of Gop *, and whole true 
ſpirit and large extent was ſo nobly ſet forth 


a Dr. Donne, ſpeaking of ſome daring offenders in bis tims 
hath characterized them in theſe lines, 
Whoſe ſtrange fins Canoniſts could hardly tell 
In which commandment's large receit they dwell. 
And a certain writer hath thus commented upon them, 4 
« juſt ridicule” (tho? the plain reader will be puzzled to find it) 
** on thoſe practical commentators, as they are called, who include 
1 all moral and religious duties within the decalogue, whereas 
* their true original ſenſe is much more confined ; being a ſhore 
* ſummary ** (their original ſenſe being a ſhort ſummary!) “of 
moral duty, fitted for a fingle people upon a particular occaſion, 
* and to ſerve tranſitory ends.” Whatever may become of the 
C graminar 
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on another mount in the authoritative, awaken- 
ing ſermon of the bleſſed Jeſus; but rather, to 
mark the miſerable errors of the moſt admired 
examples of mere human wiſdom, and to ad- 
vance our thankfulneſs to the great author of 
every good and perfect gift, who hath called 
us out of their darkneſs into his marvellous 
light, teaching us, by his unerring word, what 
is his good, and acceptable, and perfect will. 
Wr have now taken a paſſing view of the 
genius of that moral, and if we may ſo call it, 
that pneumatic philoſophy which flouriſhed in 
the world before and at the incarnation and 
crucifixion of the Son of Gop; and of the 
aſpect which it bore towards the doctrine of 
the croſs. We have ſeen, that it pretended to 
penetrate into the eſſential proprieties and ne- 
ceſſities of things, and that * leading philo- 
ſopher had erected a ſyſtem of moral and theo- 


logical notions upon his own ſuppoſed clear 


view of theſe proprieties and neceſſities, tho 
he had, in truth, little other view of them than 


grammar of this curious paſſage, the meaning of it is obvious 
enough, and no chriſtian, who hath confidered the matter of the 
ten commandments, will hear without aſtoniſhment, that the 
writer who hath thus confined their injunctions and prohibitions 
to a ſingle people, a particular oecaſion, and tranſitory ends, is 
a clergyman of the church of England, tiil he is told that it is 
the ſame perſon who hath aſſerted, thro' ſeveral large volumes, 
in oppoſition to the expreſs declarations of our bleſſed Saviour and 
St. Paul, that God, who prepared the happineſs of an everlaſting 
life thro' Jeſus Chriſt for all mankind, before the world began, 
did purpoſely conceal the knowledge of it from his choſen, fa- 


vourite people, while he was governing them by an immediate, 


miraculous ſuperintendency ! See Warburton's Edit. of Pope. 
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ſuch as was preſented to him by comparing 
together ideas, the ſhadowy chimera's of his 
own imagination. We have ſeen that, con- 
ſequently, it was but natural that ſuch philoſo- 
phers ſhould deride a ſyſtem of doctrines found- 
ed on an unthought of fallen ſtate of human 
nature, and addreſſed to men's acceptance chiefly 
by an appeal to the bodily reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt crucified, a fact exploded by the effen- 
tial principles of their ſeveral philoſophies, and 
ſhould diſmiſs it with the appellation of fooliſb- 
neſs, eſpecially, as it affected not to ſupport 
itſelf by any of that abſtract argumentation 

which with them paſſed for wiſdom. | 
AND if we carry our view onward to the 
æra of ſucceſsful chriſtianity, we ſhall find, that 
tho' the wiſdom of Gop did not ſuffer the 
wiſdom of this world to prevail againſt the 
eſtabliſhment of his church, yet did it not ſeem 
good to him entirely to filence this enemy of 
the croſs of Chriſt. Philoſophy ſtill continued 
to ſtretch forth her hand to vex the church, 
and every one hath heard of the brand which 
Tertullian fixed upon her in this reſpect, pro- 
nouncing her to be the fruitful mother of thoſe 
hereſies which are permitted amongſt chriſ- 
tians, that they who are approved of Gop, as 
receiving the ingrafted word with the meekneſs 
of little children, may be made manifeſt, and 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who, ignorant of his 
righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their 
own wiſdom and righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
wm C-2 mitted 
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| mitted themſelves to the wiſdom and righteouſ- 


neſs of Gop. 

Ax ſuch as it hath been formerly, ſuch 
will ever be the tendency of ideal philoſophy 
with regard to the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
whole proceſs of that goſpel is founded upon, 
and conducted according to certain facts or 
events, communicated to us only by the divine 
hiſtory; and therefore the moſt cloſely- reaſon- 
ed philoſophy, not attending to thoſe Facts, nor 
acquainted with the effects and conſequences 
of them, but guided by a certain abſtract con- 
templation - of the little which it ſeeth and 
knoweth of man's nature and hiſtory, will not 
only not preſcribe what the goſpel preſcribeth, 
but will neceſſarily fall into a fyſtem oppoſite 
to it; if at any time it undertake to dictate in 
matters of religion. 

Tux caution therefore of our apoſtle ſhould 
ſtill ſound in our ears, ſtill keep us on our 
guard againſt the plauſible reaſonings of hu- 
man doctrine and tradition, which are not af- 
ter Chriſt. And it will not, I truſt, be un- 
ſeafonable to enquire, whether there is not, in 
our days, a faſhionable philoſophy which an- 
ſwereth to the charucteriſtieks ſet forth in our 
text; that, if there be, ye may, on this autho- 
rity; adviſe yourſelves to beware of it, as 
threathing to plunder you of your chriſtian 
faith, and its exceeding great reward. 

An» if we follow the three-fold divifion of 
philoſophy at firſt laid down, the ſuſpicion = 
ö 8 5 | a 7 
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full, if any where, upon that branch of it, which 
undertaketh, without any recourſe had to the 
ſacred volume, to inveſtigate the nature and 
attributes of Gop, and the nature and duties 
of man, from certain notions of fitneſs and 
exigency, deduced from a ſuppoſed plain and 
obvious conſtitution of things. 

Ir this admired way of ſpeculation ſhall ap- 
pear, in any degree to — the dangerous ten- 
dency abovementioned, this audience will need 
no other caution to beware. of it; if, on the 
contrary, that which is ſtiled natural religion 
be, indeed, united with the goſpel in an har- 
monious league, we muſt then acknowledge 


that it is by no means beſide the proper 
buſineſs of chriſtian theology, to purſue a plan 
which hath by ſome been oked upon as the 


conſummation of it, the endeavouring to trace 
out the lines of this natural religion. -and to 
demonſtrate: its connexion with the. goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, modernly denominated revealed 
reli 2 5 
I SHALL only premiſe, that the reſent. en· 
ry is not, in the leaſt degree, affected b 
ecaſe of the heathen world. The law. whi 
the few virtuous heathen is no where. 
record, nor can be pronounced to be the 
fame with any of thoſe many ſyſtems of natu - 
ral religion which this age hath produced. St. 
Paul hath expreſly informed us, that the 
10 Gentiles who had not the written law, were, 
« by doing i the things contaimed in that law, a 
* law unto themſelves ;” the moral law, _ 
ore, 
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fore, of thoſe heathens who ſometimes acted 
virtuouſly, was, as it ſhould ſeem, the very 
law of Moſes, communicated to them without 
writing, that is, traditionally. But, tho' we 
ſhould ſuppoſe that Gop gave them no other 
inſtruction in religious concerns than that 
which their own reaſon and reflection ſuggeſt- 
ed, it can by no means from thence be infer- 
red, that they to whom the light of the goſ- 
pel hath ſhined are at all referred to the ſame 
means of inſtruction that thoſe heathens were. 
Since. the Saviour of the world came into it, 
all men every where are required to repent, and 
believe, and ſtay themſelves upon, the goſpel. 
How it fared with the heathen before that 
period, is as little our concern, and indeed, 
as little inveſtigable by human reaſon, unin- 
formed, and contemplating only her own ideas 
on this ſubject, as how it may fare with the 
ſuppoſed inhabitants of the polar regions, and 
how they conduct the affairs of natural and 
civil life, during the half year's abſence of the 
ſun. We may frame ingenious gueſſes con- 
cerning theſe particulars, founded upon an ima- 
gined neceſſity and conſtitution of things, but 
our ignorance of them will be as real as theirs 
who make no gueſſes, unleſs it ſhall be cured 
by our own. experienced or 10 authentic in- 
formation. 

AN in the mean time, it * * our com- 
fort, that as the daily viſits of the material 
ſun render it unneceſſary for us to enquire 
what expedients the polar inhabitants may have 

recourſe 
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recourſe to for ſupplying the long abſences of 
this important luminary ; ſo hath the preſent, 
unintermitted influence' of the ſun of righte- 


ouſneſs 4 regs the neceſſity of our having 


recourſe, for our guidance in moral conduct, to 
that dim twilight of nature, by which the good 
heathens are ſuppoſed to have been guided. 

WuHENCE, then, hath it come to paſs, that 
infidels have been able to exerciſe Fa great a 
number of chriſtian writers upon certain tri- 
fling, uſeleſs queſtions relating to this ſuppoſed, 
or now, at leaſt, antiquated law, or religion 
of nature? And who hath faſcinated thoſe who 
profeſs to maintain the ſufficiency of the holy 
ſcriptures to ſalvation, to characterize that law 
or religion in-ſuch magnificent phraſe, as may 
ſeem to exalt it even above the goſpel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; while they 
aſſert, that it is, in its obligation, c antece- 
«dent to the will of Gop himſelf; the firſt 
© bond of civil ſociety, a bond which,” it ſeems, 
no nation under heaven but our own will 
«ever ſuffer to be called in queſtion !” Its 
principles being * thoſe only which can inforce 
* obedience for conſcience ſake ! * That, in 
a word, 'it'is the foundation of revelation, the 
teſt 'or ſtandard whereby the truth of that is 
to be tried! 

Tuls law or religion of nature is generally 


underſtood to'be that ſyſtem of moral and re- 
„ Or 1537 
a See the preface, p. 16. to the third letter on Ld. Boling- 


bloke 8 philoſo hic W (1 Ed ) ſuppoſed to be written by 
the author of D. L, | 
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ligious notions, which is faid to be fo diſtinct- 
ly and clearly perceived and acknowledged, by 
the bare light of nature, as frequently to be 
ſtiled, upon the falſely ſuppoſed authority of 
St. Paul, © the law written in man's heart,” a 
law eternal, unchangeable, founded in the very 
frame and conſtitution of things, and in thoſe 
eſſential relations which man beareth to Gop 
and to his fellow creatures; and as ſuch, mag- 
nified by infidels as ſetting afide the neceſſity 
and even the utility. of the goſpel; and ac- 
knowledged and called in by many chriſtians 
as a neceſſary ſupplement to it, or rather, ſup- 
poſed to be the primary law to which the 
goſpel is ſupplemental! 
Bor then, on the other hand, we are war- 
ranted by the authority of our excellent apoſto- 
lical church, and of this renowned univerſity, 
to neglect the preſcript of this law as unne- 
ceflary ; ſince, in the language of our articles, 
* the holy ſcripture containeth all things ne- 
« ceſlary to ſalvation ;” and, in the language 
of our ſchool of theology, the ſame holy 
cc ſcriptube is a perfect rule of faith and mo- 
c rals.” = 

Anp if we muſt, upon ſuch authorities, pro- 
nounce what is commonly ſtiled the law or re+ 
ligion of nature to he unneceſſary to gbriſtians, 
we may preſume it will be no offenſive under- 


king to examine briefly, as was propoſed, 
the ſtate and pretenſions of this religion, (ſince 
we muſt call it fo) and to enquire what con- 
formity it may bear to the acknowledged _ 
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of the goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; that, if it ſhall appear not to be“ af- 
te ter him,“ but after the tradition of men and 
the rudiments of the world, we may ſtand up- 
on our guard - it, as retaining to that 
ſort of philoſophy and vain deceit of which 
our apoſtle hath cautioned us to beware. 
Lux me not be underſtood to call in queſtion 
the propriety of that language which is ſo con- 
ſtantly uſed when the law or religion of nature 
is ſpoken of as ariſing from fitneſs, from rea- 
ſon, from congruity. The only queſtion 1s 
whether a right method hath been uſed for 
tracing out this law. There is indiſputably a 
certain condition and conſtitution of things to 
which, when known, it is fit, and reaſonable, 
and congruous for man, it is his duty and hap- 
pineſs, to conform his aims and actions. Frem 
the relation between the ſtate of man and that 
conſtitution of things, certain truths which 
may he called a rule or law of his nature, do 
neceſſarily emerge. And where that ſtate and: 
that conſtitution, with the relation between 
them, are obvious and indiſputable, there, it 
is not difficult to delineate he duties or pro- 
prieties of action which reſult from them. 
Thus if man be conſidered, merely as a ra- 
tional creature of this world, which cannot 
ſubſiſt in it, without the help, good offices, 
joint- protection of his own ſpecies, nor with- 
out ſubjection to government, and accordingly 
findeth itſelf placed in a ſocial ſtate of ſubjec- 
tion; the duties ariſing from ſuch a ſtate are 
| D | eaſily 
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eaſily aſcertained ; --- if any difficulties ariſe 
concerning the meaſures of obedience to the 
governour of the ſociety, they muſt be owing 
to different apprehenſions concerning the origi- 
nal frame and conſtitution of government, 
which, as ſome may conceive, ought to be 
determined by abſtract. reaſonings on their own 
idea of natural liberty, while others may think 
they bid faireſt for truth by judging of the na- 
ture of government from the expreſs appoint- 
ment of him, who having framed and conſti- 
tuted man's nature, and knowing the propen- 
fities and weakneſſes introduced into it by fin, 
hath injoined ſuch an obedience as he ſaw to 
be moſt ſuitable , and congruous to the real, 
and, to him perfectly known, frame and con- 
ſtitution of things. 
As AN, if you conſider man with reſpect 
to any of his other relations in this world, as 
2 father, ſon, maſter, ſervant; let but the 
frame and conſtitution of thoſe things on which 
theſe relations are founded, be clearly known, 
and you will not be at a loſs to aſſign the du- 
ties or proprieties of behaviour belonging to 
each of theſe characters. | | 
_ ExTEND your view, and contemplate the 
human being as ſtanding in a ſtate, of relation 
to the moſt high Gop ; --- is it not moſt evi- 
dent that if any of us miſtake in eſtimating 
the religious duty of man, ariſing from this 
relation, it muſt be becauſe he conceiveth 
wrongly, either concerning the nature and 
condition of one or both Gele beings ſo re- 
lated, 
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lated, or concerning the real circumſtances of 
the relation ſubſiſting between them. The 
true religion of man will be that frame of 
mind, that courſe of behaviour which reſult- 
eth from the true ſtate of thoſe natures, and 
of the relation between them. And he alone 
will truly define the duties of this religion, to 
whom that true ſtate of things is perfectly 
known. A difference of opinion with regard 
to that; will ſuggeſt ſyſtems of religion, utter- 
ly different from each other, and is, indeed; 

the true cauſe of all the ridiculous variety of 
conceits which may be noted among philoſo- 
phers, ancient and modern, on the ſubje& of 
religion and morality. The law or religion of 
nature will to Epicurus be one thing, another 
to Zeno, and ſtill another to a modern deiſt. 

All of them will alike inſiſt that this law is 
eternal, unchangeable, reſulting from the frame 
and conſtitution of things, and the relation of 
man to other beings ; but this aſſertion will no 
more ſettle the preciſe and true law of nature, 
than it would ſettle the true cauſe of electri- 
city, for inſtance, if each of the philoſophers 
who have attempted to aſſign that 2 8 ſhould 
aſſert it to be eternal, unchangeable, reſulting 
from the nature and conſtitution of fire, and 
the relation which it beareth to other bodies 
round it. Still the importunate queſtions will | 
recur, what is this frame and conſtitution 6f 
things ? this nature of fire? what is this fela- 

tion of man to other beings, this relation of 
fire to other bodies? — it is but too evident that 
D 2 
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all the diſagreement in the theories of theſe 
pretended ſecretaries of moral and phyſical na- 
ture, ariſeth from their ignorance of the true 
nature and conſtitution of things. Each phi- 
loſopher hath, indeed, his conjecture concern- 
ing them, but while no one of them hath 
authority to ſet aſide the reſt, no one of their 
ſyſtems, however confidently advanced, can be 
depended upon. | - | 

AND, in effect, we are able to pronounce 
upon the beſt authority, that there is not any 
of theſe lawgivers, theſe delineators of the re- 
ligion of nature, whoſe ſyſtem is not erected 
upon ſuppoſitions abſolutely falſe and uncor- 
reſpondent with that true nature and thoſe rea/ 
circumſtances of things, from whence alone the 
duty of man can be truly deduced. For, 


1. ALL of them proceed upon the ſuppo- 
fition that the nature of man is now in its 
original perfection. | 

2. Thy ſuppoſe Gop to bear no other re- 
lation to man than that of a creator, a con- 
ſervator, and a rewarder or a puniſher. | 

3. THEY maintain future happineſs to be 
the natural conſequence of virtuous action. 


Now the true ſtate of man, with regard to 
all theſe particulars, cannot be diſcovered from 
any the moſt ſubtle abſtract reaſonings upon it, 
nor even from any actual ſurvey of man's nature 
which it is in our power to take. Perfectly 
known unto Gop only are all his works from 
the beginning. The- hiſtory alone which he 

8 | himſelf 
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himſelf hath publiſhed can apprize us of the 
true original and preſent condition of man- 
kind: And this hiſtory will inform us that 
man, at firſt created in the image of the 
triune Gop, hath undergone, - thro' his own 
tranſgreſſion, a dreadful ſhock, a defilement, a 
falling off from Gop, whereby he became 
odious to him who is of purer eyes than to 
behold impurity, and fell into a ſtate of ca 


tivity to ſin and death, and the evil ſpirit the 


great adverſary of mankind, whoſe malevo- 
lence had contrived to bring him into this 
wretched ſtate. That in order to our being 
redeemed from this dreadful ſlavery, ſo as to 
become again partakers of that love and 
bleſſing of Gop which we had loſt, it was, 
in the nature of things, neceſſary that the ſin- 
ful corruption of our nature, ſhould be ex- 
plated, by the ſuffering of the Son of Gop 


inveſted in that nature, and then conſecrating 


it by carrying it up into heaven as a firſt fruit 
of the harveſt, the reſurrection of the redeem- 
ed; and in the mean time, ſanctifying and 
purifying it by the continual, energetic opera- 
tion of the holy SPIRIT OF THE GODHEAD, 
thro' a lively faith in this Redeemer. The ſame 
hiſtory will inform us that he who alone knew 
the need of this twofold remedy, did -merci- 
fully provide it for mankind, and inform them 
of the means whereby they might avail them- 
ſelves of this gracious proceſs, even by a living, 
an active, an obedient faith, truſt, confidence 
in the powerful mediation of the . | 

ow 
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No if this be the real ſtate of man, if this 
be the conſtitution of thoſe things which relate 
to him, this the relation which he ſtandeth in 
to Gop ; will there not, in all fitneſs and pro- 
priety, ariſe from ſuch a ſtate and conſtitution, 
a certain courſe of duty altogether different 
from that which would be ſuggeſted by the 
ſtate in which natural religion eech him ? 
How offenſively muſt he offer up his prayers 
to Gon, 'who knoweth nothing of the one 
mediator between Gop and man? How pre- 
poſteroufly muſt he expect eternal happineſs, 
who is not aware that this happineſs is by no 
means the natural confequence of any actions 
which we may ſtile virtuous, but merely the 
gift of Gop thro' faith in Jeſus Chriſt ! How 
vairfly will be pretend to love his fellow-crea- 
tures, who doth not acknowledge, what Goy's 
word hath taught, that love is an abſolute 
ſtranger to every breaſt, till Gob, who 15 
love, vouchſafe to teach it by his holy ſpirit; 
and that he only hath that love which is “ the 
e fulfilling of the law,” who by faith in the 
Redeemer, is born of Gop ? by wide will 
be his notion of the nature of that Gop whom 
he pretendeth to worſhip, and conſequently 
how far will he be from worſhipping him in 
truth, who knoweth not in him the important 
characters of the ſon, the reedemer, of the 


' Holy ſpirit, the ſandtifier! Untaught to addreſs 


him in thoſe relations under which, his help 

is ſo ſeaſonably offered to our wants, his love 

* 5 recommended to our thankful- 
neſs ! 


TE 
neſs | And laſtly, how much more highly muſt 
he think of himſelf than he ought: to think, 
who doth not ſuipect himſelf to be a fallen, 
loſt creature, offenſive to Gop his creator, in- 
capable, of himſelf, of doing any thing that 
is pleaſing to him, naturally an heir of eternal 
deſtruction, and capable of being accepted and 
raiſed to glory, only in the beloved ſon, who 
hath won the father to be propitious to the 


finful, miſerable race of mankind; even to as 


many as believe on his name. 

Tusk reflections do, I truſt, demonſtrate 
that there is not only a difference but an © 
poſition between the fitneſſes of action ſug- 
geſted by the goſpel, the true religion of man's 


nature, and by that which: many writers, 'on 


their own authority, have called by that name: 

and that we may as reaſonably aſfert that 
one and the ſame regimen is fit and congruous 
for him who laboureth under a dangerous ſick- 
neſs, and for him who is in perfect health, as 


that one and the ſame religious procedure is fit 


for men who are ſuppoſed to be as perfect as 
their fancied rank in a certain new- invented 
ſcale of beings will permit, and for thoſe who 
lie under the ſentence of Gop's vengeance; 
and can be faved from it only by the efficacious 
medicine of obedient faith in the great Re- 
deemer. 

LET reaſon then, or, to Grind accurately, 
let fancy acquit herſelf ever fo happily in plan- 
ning out a ſyſtem of human duty; yet if ſhe 
have not, for this purpoſe, conſidered the true 


ſtate 
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doubt, from the 


the glorious trinity in our behalf. 
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| Rate of man; if ſhe ſuppoſe him to be in a 


condition the very reverſe of that in which, in 
fact, he findeth himſelf : if ſhe have over- 
looked many important, eſſential circumſtances 
of man's nature; the ingenious ſyſtem will 
not, after all, have delineated the true religion 
or duty of the being for which it was calcula- 
ted, any more than the ingenious ſolar theory 
of Deſcartes hath ſet forth the real laws by 
which the motions of the planets are con- 
ducted. | | 

Tux preſent condition of man, is the con- 
ſequence of an early tranſaction, which could 
be known to us only by information; and 
when it is known, no reaſonings of our own 


can help us to the knowledge of thoſe other 


particulars, the clear view whereof can alone 


direct us to that courſe of action which is fit 


and congruous for beings ſo circumſtanced, in 
order to their eternal happineſs. 

AND it is in compaſſion to our blindneſs 
and ignorance, that the ſame tender love of 
Gop to man which prompted him to give his 
only ſon for our ſalvation, hath afforded us in 
his holy word, a full intimation of what we 
are, from what glory fallen, to what glory re- 


coverable, thro' the meritorious atchievement 


of our bleſſed Redeemer ; and alſo, what is 
the proceſs, the . of duty (reſulting, no 

igheſt fitneſs) by which we 
may avail ourſelves of the united efforts of 


if 
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To his law then, and to his teſtimony let 
us betake ourſelves for enquiring what is the 
true duty of man, not to the viſionary ſyſtems 
of poreblind philoſophers who arrogantly ſay, 
« we ſee, and yet ſtumble at the very thre- 
ſhold of morality ; wilfully ignorant of the 
moſt important circumſtances which belon 
to man the ſubject, and to Gop the object of 
that religion which they affect ſo pompouſly 
to detail. Ignorant of what the ſacred volume, 
from firſt to laſt inculcateth, that the great 
concern of the Gop of love for the race of 
mankind is to redeem it from that deſtructive 
ſlavery to the powers of darkneſs, into which 
it is fallen, and to ſave it from the conſequent, 

eternal miſery which naturally awaiteth it;: — 
that the Son of Gop, who came down from 
heaven on this gracious: errand, is therefore 
ſtiled, throughout the holy ſcriptures, the 
SAVIOU K and the REDEEMER, and 
that the eternal life which he hath purchaſed 
for true believers hath, therefore, in the ſame 
holy. ſcriptures obtained the names, unthought 
of by natural religioniſts, the names of SAL- 
VATION and REDEMPTION: ignorant 
alſo, that there is no other way of obtaining 
ſalvation, .the free gift of Gop thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt, but by receiving his word with meek- 
neſs, and ſimplicity, and lowlineſs of heart, and 
by a ſteady — eto obſerve all things what- 
* ſoever he, by himſelf or by his holy church, 
eſtabliſhed by his apoſtles on his on plan, 
* hath commanded us: — that they who thus 

E believe 
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believe in him, ſhall receive that holy ſpirit 
which, dwelling in them, ſhall vitally — 
them as members, to him, the head of his 
church, and enable them to bring forth thoſe 
fruits of virtue and holineſs whoſe end is ever- 


laſting life: that without this ſpirit of Chriſt 


it is impoſſible for man, (however magnifi- 


cently we may talk of the beauty, and fitneſs, 


and eternal, unchangeable Sbligation of virtue, 
and of the power of reaſon to inforce obedi- 
ence to it, it is impoſſible for man) to do any 


thing that is good or acceptable to Gop ; and 


that 15 we are ſaved thro faith, it is purely of 
his grace and favour ; „not of works, leſt 
any man ſhould glory; for, that true chriſ- 


tians, and they alone, are able to exerciſe vir- 


tue, merely becauſe they are © the new work- 


** manſhip of Gop, anew created by him in 


« Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, that all their 
te excellence might be to the praiſe of his 
glory.“ Ignorant of all theſe effential truths, 
the philoſophic preacher of morality is engaged 
in fruitleſs attempts to produce the effect with- 
out its neceſſary cauſe. He recommendeth 
moral virtue as the means of everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, without referring us to that faith in 
the Redeemer which is the genuine, the only 
ſource of virtue; vainly exhorting us to aſcend 
to heaven, without directing us to Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ladder on which, according to his own in- 
terpretation of the patriarch's dream, *the angels 
of Gon, trained up on earth to glory, muſt 
_ ** un John. 51,= Gen, xxviil, 12, 

aſcend 
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aſcend thither ; and holding out a few power- 
leſs motives and perſwaſions to a morality, 
which perhaps after all, may ill accord with 
that of the goſpel, inſtead of animating us to 
ſeek, by the means which he hath appointed 
in his church, that holy ſpirit, whereby alone 
we may be * ſealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion,” and rendered fruitful in every good work 
which can make us acceptable to Gop and ap- 
roved of men. | 
THRo' ſuch a philoſophy beware leſt any 
man plunder you of the rich mercies of Gop 
in Chriſt Jeſus, whether ye be commiſſioned 
ay of the word of life, or profeſſed 
earers of it. Flouriſh that philoſophy, the 
nurſe of uſeful arts, the fource of ſocial com- 
forts, the faithful guide,. the ſtrengthner of 
the intellectual powers, the opener of the 
wonders of Gop's creation ! that philoſophy 
which is founded upon real demonſtration, 
and inconteſtable truth, and well-applied ex- 
perience ; but let it not be called philoſophy, 
or if learned faſhion will needs inſiſt upon that 
name for. it, let it at leaſt be owned to be.a 
/ philoſophy after the tradition of men, and not 
after Chriſt, to renounce the fair light of hea- 
ven, and to plunge into the darkneſs of the 
heathen ſtate that we may haply feel out and 
find, what the ſhrewdeſt wits of antiquity fo 
unſucceſsfully attempted, the nature of Gop, / 
and the true condition of man; when Gop 
hath illuſtriouſſy diſplayed them both, by ex- | 
| preſs communications. The reſult of the ut- | 
{ 33 E 2 moſt | 
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moſt effort of Athenian philoſophy upon the 
former of theſe ſubjects, was to erect an ima 
of gold, or filver, or ſtone, the [ſculpture of 
human ingenuity, and to inſcribe their altar to 
the unknown God. The reſult of the re- 
ſearches of modern philoſophy , profefling to 
know Gop, are pretended demonſtrations of 
his being and attributes ; and yet, while theſe 
demonſtrations conſider him only as a ſupreme 
being, a deity, a firſt cauſe, without attending 
to thoſe attributes which Belong to every per- 
ſon of his Godhead, the Creator, the Re- 
deemer, the Sanctifier, the Father, the Son and * 
the Holy Spirit; while he whom they would 
demonſtrate is not ſet forth as the FRIUNE 
Gop, in vain will they pretend to have demon- 
ſtrated that nature or thoſe attributes which, 
according to his own expreſs declaration, do 
eſſentially belong to him. He who rejecteth 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, this man, however 
he may acknowledge the God of theſe philoſo- 
phers, © hath not the Father“ 

In a word, ſince the true light now ſhineth, 
pony the ſacred volume is, indeed, the word 
of Gop, let the acknowledged decifiveneſs of 
that authority demonſtrate, as well the vanity 
of thoſe boaſted demonſtrations of aGod, which 
could with no propriety be offered to the world 
but upon the ſuppoſition. of its being in a ſtate 
of heatheniſm, as the abſurdity of thoſe curious 
diſquiſitions in which the philoſophic religion 
of nature hath ſo earneſtly engaged our * 


2 1 John ii, 23. 
con- 
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concerning the © criterion of virtue,” its mo- 
« tive,” its © obligation,” and its “ future re- 
ward.“ How needleſs will all theſe vaunted 
enquiries, how wide of truth will the moſt ela- 
borate reſult of them, appear to be to thoſe, 
who are taught by the word of Gop, that his 
good ſpirit, which alone can enable us to do 
any thing that is virtuous, is ever ready to work 
in us every virtue that can adorn our ſouls or 
promote ſocial happineſs: that nothing can 
procure for us this fruitful, heavenly gift but 
affiance in the name of the only begotten Son 
of Gop: and that they only, who truly be- 
lieve, looking up to him as their only poſhble 
Saviour from fin and the torments of everlaſt- 
ing death, and adhering with purpoſe of heart 
to his holy, efficacious injunctions, _= only 
ſhall not periſh but have everlaſting life 
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